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A bit about our Animal Life Cycle Education

Chicken Hatching Program...

Learning about Animals Life Cycles is a unique experience

as most children are naturally interested and curious about animals.
The Chicken Hatching Program provides a highly visual, hands-on,
fun and educational experience that children (and adults) love.

The aim of this program is to give children first hand experience
into how a chickens life begins.

The Chicken Hatching Experience introduces children to the
delicate hatching process. Children also learn about the chang-
ing needs of the new born chicks as they grow and develop into
fluffy and active chicks over a period of 1 or 2 weeks.

Children monitor a seamingly lifeless egg crack open and watch
a fully-developed baby chick emerge. Incubation of eggs will
show the effects of heat, air, and moisture control on
hatchability.

Waiting to see if all of the chicks will hatch is an eye-opening
way to see just how delicate the balance between survival and
extinction can be.

When chicks have emerged from their egg, children can monitor
the changes and growth of the chickens and learn the daily
responsibilities involved in taking care of pets.

Extra special moments include; observing the chicks peck their
way out of the egg and the dramatic transformation from wet
and weak newborns, into fluffy and active chicks.

A perpetuate motive is to give children the idea that people\can
do things to help conserve animal life and that children
themselves can carry out a-plan of action to assist in the

care of animals. \
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Things to know before you begin
A few helpful hints to remember along the way

For the health and safety of both the chicks and children, as well as give

you piece of mind... we’ve outlined some important factors for you to be
aware of in order to get the best out of your Animal Life Cycle Education

Chicken Hatching experience.

goooooooo

Incubator requireS 24 hours of uninterrupted power.

The temperature must be set at 100 degrees at all times. A
team member will help you locate the best spot away from
drafty doors, heat vents, or sunny windows!

Correct Humidity is an extremely important element of good
egg incubation. The base of the incubator must always have
water in the centre sections and the outer sections must be dry.
Never put water on a fertile egg, it will die.

The lights must be on in the brooder box to keep the chickens
snug and warm.

Once started, it can take up to 24 hours for a chick to hatch

Once Chicks hatch, they are vunerable, wet and weak. Chicks
need to stay in the incubator till they regain their strength and
become dry and fluffy.

Dry, happy chicks can be moved into brooder box under the
warmth of the lights approx 24 hours after hatching.

Chicks do not normally eat for the first day as they still have
all the nutrients from the yolk inside the egg.

Some eggs may not hatch. Weak chicks can become exhausted
trying to struggle free of the egg and die. It is OK to help any
that appear spent by gently removing pieces of the shell. In
nature only the strongest survive. All eggs should be hatched
by Friday. If by Friday there are still eggs that have not hatched
they should be disposed of before they begin to smell.

Keep brooder box clean and wash hands before and after
handling your chicks. Please clean the incubator base before
pick up on Friday.

Handle with care. Chickens are very fragile and care should be
taken when they/are being handled. Please show and guide the

G My Pet Stop. For chicken needs,

Animals On The Move offer a range of % } / \
Chicken Coops, feed, bedding and A Chlcl(
__________ accessories available for purchase. If

you have any curious parents, please
ask them to give us a buzz on:

PH 1300 760 354 or they can

visit our website at:
www.animalsonthemove.com.au

k Ny

ANIMALS ON THE MOVE PTY LTD 76 Collie Road Gembrook VIC 3783 PH: 1300 760 354 CHICKEN HATCHING (&



We provide every nuturing needed for the 1(2) week program (as per list below)

and set up the incubator and brooder box in a safe location (free from drafts and excessive
variations in temperature) with the lights, water and wood shavings/bedding.

What’s included and why...

For over 10 years our tried and tested set-up provides the best possible

environment for eggs to hatch and chicks to thrive.

Fertile Eggs & New Born Chicks

We bring 6-8 fertile eggs in a specially designed clear dome incubator for easy
observation of the chickens hatching. We also bring 2 week old chicks in the
brooder box for children to care for while waiting for the others to hatch. Once

the eggs have hatched, the older chicks will show the younger ones how to eat.

24 hour power to the incubator is needed to ensure tempature, humidity and
ventilation is “just right” for your chicks to hatch and grow happy.

Fertile eggs and sustainable equipment are delivered on a Monday and pickup 1(2) week/s on the Friday.
After set-up, a team member explains what to expect and advises

you to contact us anytime if you have

any hesitations.
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Feeding the chicks
What’s On The Menu...

Feeding times The chicks Brooder Box food bowl should be filled once daily,
and refilled if required.

Special Dietary Requirements both food and water should be available to
the chickens at all times in the Brooder Box.

The feed must be dry at all times. Dispose of wet feed as it may grow a fungus
harmful to the chicks.

Nutrients from the yolk inside the egg. Chicks don't usually havean £
appetite for 24 hours after they hatch.

Chicken Nuggets should be removed daily!!!
(The chicks poo in the food bowl)

Hydration Water should be available at all times
to keep chicks hydrated.
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Handling, Hygiene & Accommodation
Care & Management...

Chicks are social animals and love company. Young chicks need a
clean, stable and well maintained habitat to thrive in.

Do not move the incubator once it has been set up and until
the chicks have hatched.

Handling the chicks with care Only move the chicks to the
brooder box when they are completely dry and fluffy.

Lights in the brooder box must be on at all times to keep the
chickens warm. If they are too cold they will cheep loudly. Check
both light globes are working. Replace if necessary. If chicks are
too hot (open mouth panting) open the lid of the brooder box.

Adult Supervision A teacher, carer or adult should be present at
all times when the chicks are to be handled.

Little Chick Hygiene Droppings should be cleaned DAILY.

Children & Adults Hygiene Wash hands after handling the
chicks, cleaning the brooder and incubator or feeding the chicks.

Kee_ping it a 5 star rating _
Chick Accommodation...

Provide a great service to your chicks and keep them happy
and healthy! Consequently, it will teach children the responsibility
that comes with caring for pets and the work that goes into it.

Bedding & floor surface woodshavings in brooder box should be
changed completely once per week. The brooder box may need

o be cleaned if it begins to smell or if the water is spilt, a bag of
fresh bedding is provided.

Clean daily animal droppings, water and food bowl.

Location, Location Avoid placing near air conditioning,
heating vents, open windows or in direct sunlight. The incubator
and brooder box are to be kept inside.

Safe & Secure Brooder boxes are engineered to maintain the
chick’s body temperature with an additional source of heat. A
controlled environment keeps the chicks from wandering too far
from heat and nourishment.

Provide a familiar & stable environment
What to do on weekends...

2 week Chicken Hatching Experience duration. Over the
weekend, add an extra food bowl & two small water bowls.
Please be aware chicks can drown if the water is too deep or
large. If an adult is available to go and check them, that would
be the best option.

Chicks should remain at the place to where they were delivered
and not taken home over the weekends. Contact with other
| \‘ \ pets can cause stress, as can letting the chicks run around your

\." ‘ backyard (unfamiliar territory).
\\‘\ Y|
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On the 21st day, the chick inside the egd begins ve muscie spasms that causeé itto
Kick with its legs, which consequent\y causes its peak to peck at the shell. Every muscle
spasm causes the chick to turm in a circular motion in the €9gd SO it can slowly crack tiny

holes around the shell with its eg9 tooth.

The edd toothis @ hard point on the end of the chick’'s peak that disappears @ few days
after it has hatched.

It can take up to 24 hours for the chick to preak free from the €99

The first offorts to free itself are crucial to the chicken's life cycle and it wit die if you
interfere in this miraculous process-

When the chick finally preaks free from the €99 it is wet and very weak after using alt it
energy 10 preak the shell. The chick needs 0 stay in the incubator fill it regains its

The dry fluffy chicks can then be moved from the incubator into the prooder bOX under the
warmth of the lights- Chicks do not normatly eat for the first day, @S they still have all the
nutrients from the yolk inside the egg-

* £RoM EMBRYO TO ALuER y ACTRE CAICXS

THE DE\/E\_OP\\/\ENT OF A CHICK INSIDE THE EGG OVER A 21 DAY PERIOD
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How does a chicken breathe e o D P
inside its eggshell? { \ e \mvoné*“Cee e

Every animal needs oxygen to survive, therefore the chick g\> < ree
. 1 ir 5aC \n eV \opP> ue 10
must get air somehow! ! The a\f the {10 €O n '
\ oxyee” plents on 810Xt 2 ‘t\;e all
Objective: Determine if the pores in a chicken egg shell allow a L oxygen the cav fro
. e \ eeds scape
substance to move in and out of an egg through the eggshell pores. (OW- \e 10

Complete this science project and
discover the mystery!

All you will need is:
1 raw egg
1 jar with a lid —

Vinegar

What to do:

Put the egg inside the jar
Cover the egg with vinegar
Watch what happens over the next 72 hours (OR 3 days)!

Watch the
clock & see the
changes in the
next 72 hrs!

(3 days)

What has happened?
At the beginning, little bubbles started to form on the eggshell, then
more and more bubbles formed.

After a 72 hour duration, the shell of the egg will have disappeared! A
thin transparent membrane which contains the yolk is alll that
remains. The size of the egg will have increased also!

Why did this happen?

The bubbles seen on the egg were carbon dioxide gas. The carbon \ \Na\{

dioxide gas was produced by a chemical reaction between the eggshell 6 0\?5 e .

and the vinegar. This chemical reaction dissolved the eggshell. V V~e OY\ v\O‘/\\De (i
CORD 5

The rest of the egg can not be dissolved by the vinegar. The thin egca?eé }( f‘(\ko

membrane protecting the egg becomes stronger and more rubbery.

The egg has grown larger because the membrane protecting the egg
has allowed the water in the vinegar too pass through. Unlike water,
oxygen or carbon dioxide gas, the vinegar is unable to pass through the
eggshell. Vingegar is made up of larger molecules which are too big to
fit through the tiny holes in the membrane.
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A little word-finding fun
Find the chicken words...

Ir O 4 Z2 4 —+H4 wW =™ wun
Ao O » W I ™ wv PO
N < C X O v < 4 =m™m 0©

HEN EGG SHELL BROODER BOX CHICKS
ROOSTER WATER EGG TOOTH FEED
FLOCK INCUBATOR HATCH CHICKEN

Rooster

MORE INTERESTING CHICKEN FACTS...

Chickens exist in many colors, sizes and shapes
A female chicken is called a HEN
ok A male chicken is called a ROOSTER
f Chicks - A group of chickens is called a FLOCK

o There are more chickens in the word than people

Why did the turkey cross the road ? There are more than 350 combinations of physical features

To prove he wasn't a chicken Chickens give us meat and eggs

Why did the chicken cross the playground ? The chick uses an egg tooth to break out of the egg’s shell.

To get to the other slide The egg tooth quickly falls off.
The chick chips a circle around the egg to cut the egg in two pieces.

Why did the chick th d, rollin th .
yal © CRICKEN €ross .e roac, roftinne Generally it takes 21 days for a chick to hatch from an egg
mud and cross the road again ? and 28 days for a duck

Because he was a dirty double-crosser . . . .
y Chickens like to eat insects, worms, seeds, grains and grass

Why did the dinosaur cross the road? The life span of a chicken is approx. 8 years

Cause chickens weren't invented Young males are cockerels, and become roosters at 1 year of age.
Young females are pullets. At 1 year of age they're called hens.
Why didn't the chicken skeleton cross the road ?

Because he didn't have enough guts A chicken does not need a rooster to be able to lay eggs

There are more Chickens in the world than humans

Why did the computer cross the road? Some breeds of chickens can lay colored eggs

. B
Bl iz e € ekl [l el el 1 el The average hen lays 265 table eggs each year
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There iS more o it of course: which exper'\enoe n
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AT IR YUK G opnd CHOKS!

starting your chicken husbandry with chicks you‘\\ have more SuCccess with them peingd

soc'\a\'\zed to you.
family pet:

Depending on the amount of

_———_———_———_———

They'!l know who you are and come to greet you atthe

petween unfert'\\'\zed eggs You ve '\ntent'\or\a\\y |eft for you h

Some chicks do
on the '\nternet o

survivors.

die, especia\\y if you are new to this.

Hen will do the prooding for you, put timind is critical-

stant access to

Do alitie research if breed and size is impor-

er near the woodstove: since you
thave @ woodstove goingd all day, you'll need a prooder 0 contain them.

get all the info on iliness and diet requ'\rements, put be prepared f

fatalities: If you can get them past the first week or SO

and turned into soup-

ou decide to keep them as pets

farm animals, for your daily comm'\tment, they wilt provide @ tremendous amount of en'\oyment and
satisfaction- They'\l alsO open @ new window into the world of nature and Y i
derful family education, to0.

Hens 1ay eggs from about six Of seven months of age untit they aré about four Of five years

old, but they can live for several years longer. Many people keep them as pets 'ond past the point
of e0d Jaying, in effec i
mental, have no pro

irement village: Others, arguably less senti-

Hens are wonderfu\, friendly creatures with unique persona\'\ties that offer us eggs, insect

or as working




the chiczg_s? 5
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When the children are not around, strategically place chicks around the room
and take some snapshots... maybe... a chick walking on a chair or with some
crayons and paper in front of them etc. Develop the photos, show the children
and tell your students the chicks had great adventures after school! Spark

their imagination and logic thoughts on a chicks capabilities and have
students write stories to match the photos. You could even make a class book!
(If you do, we'd love to share it on our website!)




FAQ S (feel free 1o give us a call if You have any more avestions)

Q: How long does it take for a chicken to hatch?
A: It can take a chicken up to 24 hours to completely
peck their way through the egg. It's a long and hard
task for the chicks and they emerge extremely tired.

Q: What does a new born chick look like?

A: The chick will crawl out slowly and usually lie on its
side completely wet. It will take a while for the chick to
dry out. Keep chicks in the incubator till dry and fluffy.

Q: What to do we do when chickens have hatched?
A: Do not be in a hurry to take chicks out of the incuba-
tor. Gallinaceous birds, such as chickens, quail, and
pheasants survive up to 3 days without feed or water.

They will instinctively be interested in drops of water,
each other's toes, and other objects of possible experi-
mentation. Do not assume from these evidences of
interest that the chicks are hungry. It is simply nature's
way of experimentation, exploration, and learning of the
young. In general chicks are taken from the incubator
after 24 hours. No harm is done if they are not taken
out for 48 hours after they hatch.

Q: The Chicks are not eating the feed?

A: The yolk of the egg is drawn through the navel into
the stomach of the chick just before it hatches. This,
provides nourishment for the transitional period from
the time the bird hatches, fluffs out, gains strength and
becomes active enough to walk about and seek food.
Chicks continue to grow and develop in the incubator,
even before they eat food. They may not gain weight
but they do gain in stature, activity and use of their
faculties.

Q: How much do we feed the chicks?

A: Feed and water must be before the chicks at all
times from the time they are out of the incubator and in
the brooder box. Do not give a measured daily ration.
Rather, have sufficient feed and clean water to last from
one feeding time to the next. Do not let feed or water
run out!

Q: Some eggs have not hatched?

A: In nature, only the strong survive and some eggs
may not hatch. Weak chicks can become exhausted
trying to struggle free of the egg and die. If eggs have
not hatched by Friday please remove and dispose of
carefully.

Q: When do we clean the incubator?

A: Clean the incubator after the hatch, so it will be
ready for the next time. Sanitation is an important part
of incubating.

Q: How do we clean the incubator?

A: Remove the eggshells and other remains. Clean
the inside of the incubator thoroughly with soap and
water, spick and span, ready for pick up.

Q: When can the children hold the chicks.

A: When teachers/adults have moved the dry, fluffy
chicks from the incubator into the brooder box and the
chickens are walking around confidently.

Q: Can we feed the chicks veggie scraps & fruit.
A: No. New born chicks are delicate and the feed
supplied fits their dietary and nutriional needs.

Q: Can we buy the Chicks when the program is
over?

A: Yes. Yes as long as you have a brooder box at
home (easy to make see previous page). If they are
still a little young, we will take them back to the farm to
grow strong and healthy and you may purchase them
from there. We also have a range of chicken coops
and packages available for purchase. Please look for
our recommendations to purchase on the website. If
you order a coop before the pickup date of the chicks,
it can be delivered to your kinder/school on that day.

Q: Where do chicks go after the program?

A: Chicks can go home with suitable families after the
program. The chicks that are not sold come back to
the farm or move to our franchisee farms. They go out
and visit kids with the mobile farmyard to help spre-
anad the message of animal welfare and bring smiles
to many. The chickens can be purchased at ANY age
from of us and our franchisees. Fresh eggs in your
backyard are a yummy brekkie treat!

SHOULD YOU REQUIRE ANY FURTHER
INFORMATION DURING THE PERIOD OF THE
PROGRAM, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO
CALL A TEAM MEMBER AT ‘ANIMALS ON THE

MOVE’ ON THE FOLLOWING: /p

PHONE: 1300 760 354
For after hours call (03) 5 9681 644
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